
This Helps To Process 
Qualifying Residential Solar 
Installations to go Straight 
from Permit Application to 
Inspection 

Lead Organization is NREL – National 
Renewable Energy Lab (Federal Energy 
Department)

Simulates Plan Review through Entering 
Technical Data directly in to the APP

Complex Verifying Database Embedded 
Within That has Been Built by Code 
Professional Organizations, and Industry 
Experts.

Participating Jurisdictional Partners are 
Currently using the APP.

Pleasant Hill Issued the First 
SolarApp Permit on Election 
Day 2020.
National Go Live Date is End of June 2021
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•AHJ Requirements
•AHJ repurposes instant permit process 
for solar. 

•AHJ adds new input for SolarAPP 
Approval ID

•AHJ accepts via email or uploaded 
approval document. 

•(IF DESIRED as part of record)
•AHJ maintains permit process for 
ineligible solar projects.

• Included in SolarAPP+
• Automated plan review for code 

compliant systems
• Ability to adopt newer model codes. 

Software Implementation Package 1: Automated Plan 
Review

Pays fee and 
permit is 
instantly 
issued

Code 
Compliance

Check

SolarAPP+ 
Platform Fee 

Payment

SolarAPP+

Installer 
Registration / 

Sign-in

Inputs 
SolarAPP+ 

Approval ID 
and Docs

SolarAPP+ 
Approval Docs 

Emailed to 
AHJ

Contractor 
starts permit 
application

AHJs Gov Tech 
Software
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• AHJ Requirements
•AHJ creates a new Stripe account 
tied to their bank account

•AHJ manually uploads record of 
SolarAPP+’s issued permit 
received from email to enable 
inspection scheduling

•AHJ maintains permit process for 
ineligible solar projects

• Included in SolarAPP+
• Automated plan review for code 

compliant systems
• AHJ fee collection through Stripe
• Permit and inspection job card 

issued immediately
• Ability to adopt newer model 

codes. 

Software Implementation Package 2: Standalone 
Permitting System

AHJ inputs 
permit record 

allowing 
inspection

Code 
Compliance

Check

Permit Fee 
Payment 
(Stripe)

Installer 
Registration / 

Sign-in

Permit and 
Approval Docs 

Emailed to 
AHJ

Payment 
Confirmation 

Email to 
Finance

Permit Issued 
by SolarAPP+

AHJs Gov Tech 
SoftwareSolarAPP+
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Sample
Job Card
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2 – 3 Pages
Checklist



NREL    |    79

20 Pages of
Deeper
Information


